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CYPRIOT ANTIQUITIES RESCUE FROM THE TURKISH DEEP STATE: THE
RESCUE OF FORGERIES, AND THE DEATH OF STEPHANOS STEPHANOU [1]

Looting of Cypriot cultural heritage has been a problem since the Nineteenth
Century, but a paramilitary-controlled illicit antiquities trade was established and grew
massively during the intercommunal conflict of 1963-1974. After the Greek junta-
backed coup and the Turkish invasion of 1974, the worst extremes continued in
northern Cyprus.

Looted antiquities' "rescue" has long been one "solution". This solution has included
not only a secret agreement between Greek Cypriot archaeologists and Greek
Cypriot private collectors, but also apparently illegal Greek Cypriot undercover
antiquities police purchasing from Turkish Cypriot and Turkish nationalist terrorist
groups.

Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot administrations' mutual non-cooperation has
elicited tragic consequences not only for Cypriot cultural heritage. In this talk, |
explore Greek Cypriot undercover antiquities police agent Stephanos Stephanou's
arrest by Turkish Cypriot antiquities police, and his death in Turkish Cypriot custody.

Full paper available at: http://human-rights-

archaeology.blogspot.com/2010/04/archaeology-conflict-antiquities-rescue.html
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