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"It's MY heritage": DIFFERING VIEWS ON RECOVERING MATERIALS FROM
CONFLICT SITES

There seem to be two lines of ethics on conflict sites; one is on the professional side,
the other is on the public side and reconciliation is definitely necessary. There is also
a question of the ethics being different for sites of different time periods and whether
or not there are human remains present. The latter can come under interment laws
as well as any heritage regulation. Another component is that Armies create
archaeological sites, often superimposing structures onto existing archaeological
sites. The more recent military aspects are equally worthy of recording as they also
represent human activity in the archaeological record. In fact, as they are more
mundane and usually unrecorded, it is essential that these aspects of
multicomponent sites be recorded as well as the more elite sites they intrude upon.
These themes will be addressed with examples from the United States and Berlin,
Germany.
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